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. Guidelines for applying protected area
management categories, IUCN, 2008.

. Guidelines for establishing marine
protected areas, IUCN, 2008.

. Guidelines for Applying Protected
Area Management Categories, IUCN,
2008.

* Procedure for Assigning IUCN
Protected Area Management
Categories, EUROPARC, 2008.

. Guidelines for Applying the IUCN
Protected Area Management
Categories to Marine Protected Areas,
IUCN, 2012.

. Statutes of the International Geoscience
and Geoparks, UNESCO, 2015.

. An introduction to the IJUCN Red List
of Ecosystems, IUCN, 2016.

* Guidelines for the application of IJUCN
Red List of Ecosystems categories and
criteria, IUCN, 2017.

. Large-scale marine protected areas,
IUCN, 2017.
. Guidelines for privately protected

areas, lUCN, 2018.

. Guidelines for using A global standard
for the identification of Key
Biodiversity Areas, IUCN, V1.1, 2019

& V1.2, 2022.
. Criteria and guidance for protected
areas designations, European

Commission, 2022.
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IUCN, 1984,

Guidelines for establishing marine
protected areas, IUCN, 1991.

Guidelines for Applying the IUCN
Protected Area Management
Categories to Marine Protected Areas,
IUCN, 2012.

IUCN directory of protected areas in
Oceania, IUCN, 1991.

Guidelines for establishing marine
protected areas, IUCN, 1991.

Guidelines for mountain protected
areas, IUCN, 1992.

Ecologically Sensitive Sites in Africa,
World Bank,1993.

Guidelines  for  protected  area
management categories, IUCN, 1994.

Davis et al., 1994.

Common Guidelines and Criteria for
Protected Areas in The Wider
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Forests and protected areas: guidance
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Guidelines for Marine Protected Areas,
IUCN, 2008.
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+ Rainforest buffer zones: guidelines for
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* Guidelines for management planning of
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+ Guidelines for Management Planning of
Protected Areas, IUCN, 2008.

+ Management Guidelines for IUCN
Category V Protected Areas Protected
Landscapes/Seascapes, IUCN, 2008.

+ Guidelines for protected area management
categories: interpretation and application
of the protected area management
categories in Europe, IUCN, 2008.

+ Guidelines on Planning and Managing
Mountain Protected Areas, IUCN, 2008.

* Protected area staff training: guidelines for
planning and management, IUCN, 2011.

+ Environmental Management Plan
Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia,
2014.

+  Wilderness Protected Areas: Management
guidelines, IUCN, 2016.
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Abstract

The Department of Environment of Iran is the custodian of 324 protected areas, covering
approximately 12% of the country. However, despite more than half a century of activity, has this
organization been able to establish an efficient method of selecting areas and an effective model for
managing protected areas? To what extent has the selection of protected areas been carried out within
the framework of the mission of these areas and the representative ecosystems of the country? What
proportion of ecosystem diversity and biodiversity hotspots is under the protection of the Department?
Why do a large number of areas lack management plans, and why are those that have management
plans not properly and flexibly zoned and designed? Also, in areas that have international titles in
addition to national titles (such as biosphere reserves), why has zoning of areas with the national
pattern (11 zones) failed to meet the zoning requirements of the biosphere reserves? In this analytical
article, an attempt is made to identify and address three challenges facing the management of
protected areas: 1) the mission of protected areas, 2) the selection of protected areas, and 3) the zoning
of protected areas and introduce suggested solutions.

Keywords: Land Conservation, Natural Habitats, Representative Ecosystems, Protected Areas
Selection Indicators
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