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Abstract

Given the direct dependence of the tourism industry on natural resources, land, and environmental
quality, the level of attention paid to environmental considerations in overarching tourism documents
is of great importance. Neglecting the principles of environmental sustainability in these documents
can reduce the resilience of ecosystems and land and, in the long term, pose challenges to tourism
development. The Strategic Tourism Development Document was formulated and promulgated in
response to the need for a guiding and coherent framework to organize and steer Iran's tourism
development process, relying on overarching documents and macro-level policies in this field. In July
2020, the Council of Ministers approved the Strategic Tourism Development Document, following a
proposal by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts, and pursuant to paragraph
(@) of Article 100 of the Sixth Five-Year Economic, Social and Cultural Development Plan. The
document is structured into 10 sections, comprising 114 clauses and statements that address
environmental issues. The key themes examined in this document include tourism and nature-based
tourism, organizational coherence and intersectoral coordination, nature-based businesses,
participatory management and the involvement of local communities in implementation and
management, conservation of the cultural landscape (cultural services and biocultural development),
green economy (low-carbon industry and carbon trading), and strategic planning of land,
environment, and natural resources.

Keywords: Overarching documents; Tourism document; Environmental Document, Ecotourism,
Nature-based tourism
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