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Abstract

Endemic species are those whose geographical distribution is limited to a region or country. Due to
their restricted distribution, they possess high conservation value and play a key role in preserving
biodiversity. The blind cave fish, with the scientific name Iranocypris typhlops, is an endemic and
endangered species of Iran that is found exclusively in the Blind Cave Fish Cave located in
Khorramabad County, Lorestan Province. According to the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) Red List, this species is classified as Vulnerable. Despite its uniqueness, the habitat of
this species faces human threats (such as pollution, overharvesting, and habitat change) and natural
threats (such as climate change). The destruction of its habitat would lead to the complete extinction
of this species. Therefore, a deeper understanding of the ecology and conservation status of this
species and the threats it faces is essential to prevent its extinction. This research was conducted using
documentary methods and library resource reviews to investigate the species’ conservation status,
ecological characteristics, and threats, and to provide management solutions for its protection. The
results of this study show that the simultaneous implementation of strict control policies, in-depth
environmental research, effective stakeholder participation, and education of local communities can
play an effective role in the survival of this species.

Keywords: Local communities, Vulnerable, Cave species, Habitat assessment, Karst ecosystems
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